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Family and community engagement – a strategic direction

Focus on student learning and school 
improvement through relational trust.

Engage families early and often as 
partners alongside the school, 

strengthening the school and family's 
capacity to support their child's education 

and growth at any age.

Ensure opportunities to guide and 
provide mutual input on important 

decisions and planning.



What are your thoughts about family and community 
engagement?

What words come to mind 
when you think of authentic 
and generative family and 
community engagement?



What does the research say?

Schools with strong family engagement are 10 times 
more likely to improve student learning outcomes.

Deep dialogue with families and schools is needed to 
unlock systemwide transformational processes.

Communicating with families can be one of the most 
highly cost-effective approaches.



What does the research say?



The Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School 
Partnerships

Mapp, K. L., & Kuttner, P. J. (2013). Partners in Education: A Dual Capaci ty-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships. SEDL.



Family and community engagement in central okanagan 
public schools – Building school communities

Schools & PACs host family 
events to build community

School assemblies to recognize 
and celebrate diversity, equity 
and inclusion in our schools

Parent and Caregiver School 
Volunteers

School Field Studies and 
Community Coaches

PAC and Community 
Fundraising to Enhance 

opportunities for students.



Family and community engagement in central okanagan 
public schools – families as partners in learning

Parent- Teacher Interviews and 
Student Led Conferences to better 
understand their child’s progress.

School Community Learning 
Conversations

School Community Student 
Learning Plans and Principal’s 

report on School Learning Priorities 
at PAC Meetings

School Community Learning Plan 
Engagement Strategies using digital 

tools (ThoughtExchange), family 
forums and empathy interviews.





Family and community engagement in central okanagan 
public schools
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